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President’s Corner 


By Lorraine S. Weiss 


ue to share your ideas for the benefit of WIN. 


To the founders, and to the initial 
Board of Directors, I pledge to serve WIN and 
will strive to assure its prestige as an organiza- 
tion. It may not appear as the WIN of your 


am honored and quite fortunate to have , ; 
inception, however, sometimes, in order to 





- been chosen as your new President at this 


flourish, adapta- 


juncture in WIN's devel- , 
tion may be neces- 


opment. During her ten- , 
sary to achieve our 


ure of outstanding leader- oe 

mission. 
ship, President Prue Fitts 
Thank 


you WIN mem- 


saw, among other things, 
her vision of a WIN web- 
site come to fruition. bers for your con- 


fidence. There is 
official 


The 
WIN website, http://be 


ta.womeninnumismatic 


no "I" in team. We 
are all on this 


team together. 


s.com, was launched this 
summer at the WIN gen- Finally, 


eral meeting during the please, please, 
ANA in Baltimore by 
Mary Counts of Whitman 


Publishing, 


agree to disagree. 
We might not all 
without 


agree on every 


whose enthusiasm and subject, but we 
staff support, this would need fresh ideas. 
not have been possible. WIN is your or 

ganization. How 


Havin 
8 can we make it 


"inherited" from Prue the 





thrive? 
best Board of Directors on the planet, I am 


excited about moving WIN forward. 


All the Best in 2009, 


Thank you, thank you to (in alphabet- 
ical order) Carrie Best, Jacquie Flanigan, Katie L. ° 
Heinrich, Lisa Loos, Cindy Mohon, Marianne OtlLAat me 
Musella, Cindy Wibker, and Susan Zarit for 
agreeing to put up with me. Without your sup’ —_weisscollectable@aol.com 


port, I am "lost in space." I hope you will contin- 


Editor’s note: The most recent past-president of WIN, Prue Fitts, stayed on as our President in order 
to see the completion of the new WIN website (http://beta.womeninnumismatics.com). Now that it 
is up and running, Prue has stepped down from the position of President. Consequently, the board 
members of WIN needed to appoint an interim President until the next election. During the board 
meeting at the ANA show in Baltimore, a motion was made to appoint Lorraine Weiss to that posi- 
tion. The motion passed unanimously, and the board is very pleased with the result. We are very 


grateful to Lorraine for taking on the position as President of WIN. 
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The Penny, Coin for the Ages, Part IV 


By Sherry Briggs 


y 76 BCE, the year of Sulla’s 
death, two of Sulla’s supporters 





had gained a good measure of public attention. 
The elder of the two, Crassus, was around thirty- 
eight years of age, although his exact age is not 
known His father had been Censor and had also 
celebrated a Triumph, but the family had lived 
in a small house, containing the families of his 


brothers under the same roof. His father was 


Pater Familias in the old Roman tradition, and 4 


sus’ personal lifestyle is described by Plu- - 
tarch as being characterized by temper . 


ance, modesty and generosity. 


In charge of his own house- 
hold, Crassus welcomed people, in- . 
cluding many Plebians and strangers, | 
into his home for dinner. (1) The 
meals may not have featured dishes like | 
hummingbirds’ tongues, but the simple 
and well prepared food, combined with 
relaxation and good conversation, made 
for a highly satisfying meal. Crassus 
also studied to become a powerful ora- 
tor, and gladly served as advocate for 
what others scorned as trifling cases.(2) 
When he became Consul with Pompey 
in 70 BCE, he “sacrificed the tenth of 
his goods to Hercules, feasted the peo- 
ple, and gave every Roman out of his 


own means enough to live on for three 


He used this shrewdly, purchasing 
more than 500 slaves. These included a number 
of architects and artisans. Whenever a fire broke 
out in Rome, he would show up with a well- 
equipped fire brigade and offer the unhappy 
owner of the burning building, as well as the 
owners of threatened neighboring buildings, a 
pittance for their property. If they refused, he 
would let the buildings burn to the ground. 
Usually the owners accepted, and Crassus, hav- 
ing his slaves put out the blaze, would get the 
property, mostly undamaged, at a fire sale price. 


Shortly before his 

















Reverse of a denarius minted in 59 BCE by M. Aemelius Scaurus and 
P. Plautius Hypsaeus. This coin is unique in that it is the first time a 
moneyer (Scaurus), put an image, the camel, referring to his own exploits, 


not those of an ancestor. The event referred to is the surrender in 62 


BCE of Avetas III, King of the Nabateans, to Scaurus himself (13). 


Image courtesy of Dmitry Lyumkis 


enthusiastic advantage Crassus took of the Sul- 
lan proscriptions. At one point, he even added 
the name of a totally innocent man to the list 
solely to enrich himself. Sulla found out about 
it and, sensibly, never trusted him again. (5) 
Later in his career, he added a thirst for glory to 
his acquisitive nature, and ceased from taking 
the time to be advocate for the people. This 
latter lust was, in the end, to be his downfall. (6) 


Pompey, about twenty-seven years of 
age in 76 BCE, was far less greedy for wealth. 
Like Crassus he lived modestly. In addition he 
was boyishly handsome, tactful, trustworthy and 


persuasive. Many compared him to Alexander, 


w which Pompey did not deny. Although he him- 


self was popular, his father, Pompey Strabo, 
was feared and hated, because he com- 
bined a greed as great as that of Crassus 
with a harsh, stingy and warlike nature. 
His skill as a general thus became a 
deficit, rather than the considerable 


asset one would expect. 


The strength of Pompey’s 
' own character became evident when 
y j he was still in his teens. He was accom- 
F panying his father on campaign against 
the Marian leader Cinna. At supper one 
night, he got wind of a plot to have his 
tent-mate, a certain Terentius, stab him 
while others set fire to his father’s tent. 
Pompey calmly continued to eat and chat 
with Terentius, but soon after he had 
gone to bed he arose and slipped out of 
the tent. He waited quietly, and saw 
Terentius attack his carefully arranged 


bed-covers. An uproar ensued, as the 


months”. This is in astonishing contrast 


to the thing for which Crassus is primarily 
known: an avarice so great as to give us the word 
“crass” that we use to this day. Early in his ca- 


reer he had not more than three hundred tal 
ents'. (3) 


death his property amounted to 7,100 talents, 


or 142 million, an astounding amount of money 


for the time”. (4) 


Perhaps even more damning was the 


Pompey pleaded with the men to spare his fa- 
ther, and in the end most of them were shamed 


and the uprising was prevented. 


When Strabo died in 87, such was his 


I: The Talent was a unit of weight, not a denomination. Thayer notes it was equivalent to about $20,000.00. This is likely to have been a talent of silver, 


not gold. This modest fortune, therefore, was about $3 million, which meant that he was very comfortably well off, but hardly rich beyond imagination. 


II: This puts the fortunes of today’s numerous multi-billionaires into some perspective. 
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unpopularity that his son was actually put on 
trial for theft. Pompey defended himself so ably 
that he actually won over Antistius, the praeter 
and chief judge in the case, and a few days later 
he was married to Antistia, the judge’s daughter. 
Although Strabo had been hated by many, he 
had a vast number of clients, and this, plus his 
own personal ability and charm, did much to 


advance his career. 


In 83, both Pompey and Crassus had 
raised armies and offered them to Sulla. The 
beleagured Senate appointed Sulla Dictator, 
giving him extensive power. At this point, _ 


Sulla and his wife Metella prevailed upon 4s 


already both married and pregnant. aes 


This sorry incident shows just how 484° 


of whose parents had died, was S) sp ise 
a es a =. 


“driven away in dishonor’, and 2 





4 
F ao 
RES. 


Aemelia died in childbirth shortly Qss% 






rt 
> 





after this odius marriage. 


In the year 83 BCE, Crassus 
helped Sulla re-take Rome, and Sulla 
then began his notorious Proscrip- 
tions. Pompey was sent to Africa to 
deal with some remnants of the Mari- 
an party there. When he returned to 
Rome that same year, his efforts blood- 
ily crowned with success, Sulla greeted 
him with the title “Magnus”, which 
may already have been in use among 
the people. Pompey then demanded a 
Triumph despite the fact that he was only about 
25 years of age, and had as yet held none of the 
offices of the Cursus Honorum. In addition, the 
privilege of holding a Triumph had heretofore 
been reserved only for someone who was or had 
been Consul! At first Sulla refused, but when 
Pompey persisted Sulla, amused by the young 
man’s sheer brass, granted him the Triumph. (7) 
The name, meaning The Great, was immediately 
taken up by everyne, and Pompeius Magnus, or 
Pompey the Great, has been known by this 


name to this day. 


One incident occurred during this 
Triumph that has tickled historians ever since. 


Nothing would do for the Triumph of Pompey 


Reverse of a denarius mint 


the Great but that his chariot be pulled through 
the streets of Rome by African elephants. Mat- 
ters proceeded grandly- until the procession 
reached the gates of Rome. There, it quickly 
became apparent that the huge elephants could 
in no way fit through the narrow city gate, and 
eventually a disgusted Pompey had to accept the 
usual horses, leaving his vast beasts outside the 


Roman walls. 


politics 
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Image courtesy of J. Edward Cornelius 


tinued to throw up quarreling pairs of men. In 
the year 78 one of the Consuls was a man 
named M. Aemilius Lepidus, an opportunist 
who hated his colleague Q. Lutatius Catulus. 
Lepidus agitated against the Sullan reforms, but 
his efforts did not meet with notable success. 
Now it was a fact of Roman political life at the 
time that each Consul was made governor of a 
Roman province. These were often considered 
plum jobs, opportunities for the Consul to en- 
rich himself. Lepidus was appointed Governor 
of Cisalpine Gaul (Gaul this side of the Alps), 
and took the opportunity to enrich himself with 
legions, rather than gold. With these legions, he 
marched on Rome. The Senate called Pompey, 
along with Catulus, the other Consul, to deal 


Orbe, 
Chee a 


se joyed some measure of success against Pom- 












ed in 56 BCE by Rufus Cornelius Sulla. Three 
of the wreaths shown refer to Pompey’s triumphs, while the fourth celebrates 
the corona aurea he was awarded in 63 BCE. in 63 BCE. This young 


man married well; Pompey the Great was his father- in- law. (14) 
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with the situation, and the result was that Lepi- 
dus was defeated right outside the walls of 
Rome, and Pompey’s reputation grew even egreat- 


er. 


Even after Sulla’s retirement in 77, 
the bonfire of the Marian/Sullan battle had left 
plenty of smoldering sparks. One such was the 
Roman general Sertorius, a lively Marian com- 
mander who had wound up in Spain. He had 
set up a sort of government in exile there, with 
its own Senate and officers, as well as its own 
coins. The Roman Senate sent Pompey to deal 


with the problem, but for a while Sertorius en- 


», pey and fellow general Metellus, and some 


“5 years passed with no resolution to the 
%, 


a Z with a problem that had arisen in Capua 


; 3 ~ which led to the Servile War. This area, 


in the south of Italy, had a large number 
of gladiatorial schools, and one of these 
had suffered a break-out of about twenty 
of their inmates. These men were trained 
killers, brutalized by the harsh conditions 
under which they had been living. Their 


leader was a man called Spartacus. 


For a while, not too much 
notice was taken, as the authorities at- 


tempted to deal with it by means of what 





were essentially local police actions. Spar- 
ticus and his followers, whose ranks swelled as 
they progressed, eventually made an encamp- 
ment in the broad, shallow crater of Mt. Vesu- 
veus. Sheltered by the mountain, they continued 
to make raids locally. Sparticus’ slave army dealt 
easily with the small expeditions Rome sent 
against them. After a while the raids on the 
locals grew more serious, and they began to 
increase their own numbers by freeing local 
slaves. There were by now thousands of slaves 
encamped in Mount Vesuvius. The Senate woke 
up to the possibility of their worst nightmare: a 
full-blown slave revolt. An earlier slave revolt in 
135 BCE had taken three years to put down. 


Since then, the Romans had grown even more 
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dependent on their slaves. The Senate realized 
that a slave rebellion could tear apart the most 


basic fabric of Roman society. 


Pompey was still occupied with Serto- 
rius in Spain, but in 72 Crassus was available to 
the Senate, and more than glad to serve as com- 
mander in this campaign. The Senate gave Cras- 
sus six legions along with the authority of a 
proprietor, normally given only to the governor 
of a province. The first thing Crassus did 
was to decimate the legions that had 
failed in previous attempts, fleeing , 
from the field of battle. This wasa 7 
punishment so severe that the 
term still lives on today, usually 
used in a way to mean “wipe out 
most of’. Actually, decimation — 
referred to the killing of every : 
tenth man, or ten percent rather : 
than 90 percent, but the way in 
which it was carried out made it 
particularly horrible. The men, 
drawn up in their centuries, count- 
ed off. Every tenth man, doomed, 
was then set upon by his fellows, 
who themselves were required to 
beat him to death. When Crassus 
returned to the field the remaining 
men fought with such ferocity that 
Spartacus was soon defeated by the 
year 71. The decimation was horri- 
ble enough, but what now fol 
lowed was worse. To this very day 


people still shudder at it. To set an 


foot, not drawn in a chariot with four horses, 
and wore the simple purple bordered toga prae- 
texta rather than the rich purple tunic embroi- 
dered with gold. Rather than trumpets and the 
Senate, along with his own army, he was accom- 
panied by flute players, Knights (equites) and 
Plebians. He wore a wreath of myrtle rather than 
laurel, and a sheep rather than a bull was sacri- 
ficed. The ovation of Crassus may well be the 


most famous example of this recognition. It was 







a warning to Pompey, who, at the time, was at the peak of his career. The Brutus shown on 


this coin gave his Cognomen to this branch of the family. Brutus means stupid, and was 


Rome, when he was a boy. He played the fool well and knowingly, and when the time was 


in his belief that he ordered the execution of his own son, who had remained on the side of 


the status quo. Perhaps Brutus intended this as a warning to Pompey, who had enjoyed near 


and Crassus, was utterly hated by the Optimates. 


Image courtesy of Classical numismatics Group 










sulship for the year 70, despite the fact that he 
had held no previous office. Crassus also moved 
his legions to Rome and made the same request. 
Both men won election as Consul for the year 
70. These actions showed clearly how greatly the 
old rules and values had broken down. Pompey 
in particular had held none of the offices of the 
cursus honorum, and yet his army was sufficient 
to win him the office. Lacking the training that 
the cursus honorum provided, he was in need of 
_ a book of instruction, provided for 
a him by Varro, a polymath who 
" had served with Pompey 
#, \ against Sertorius in Spain. 
9) 
| 
Pompey was 
now purely a_ military 


dynast, the first of many. 


As mismatched as 
those two may have been, 
they both used their office to 


continue the dismantlement 


Denarius minted by Brutus in 54 BCE. The obverse shows the head of Libertas, and the 


reverse shows L. Junius Brutus (509 BCE) accompanied by lictors. This was most probably 


of the Sullan reforms. They 
also purged the Senate of old 
took 


Marian supporters, 


back the courts from the 


the nickname given to Lucius Junius by the family of Tarquin the Proud, the last king of 


Senate, and restored the 


office of Tribune of the 
Plebs. This last act, perhaps 


right he led the overthrow of that king and established the Republic. He was so confirmed 


seen as yet one more way to 


exact tribute from the Sen- 


imperial powers in his war against the pirates, and whose Triumvirate, shared with Caesar 


ate, would have some stat- 


tling consequences. Those 


example to any Faye Yas Gas] CYTE 0 sl two decades had been full of 


area who might harbor thoughts of rebellion, he 
lined the Appian Way from Rome to Cam- 


pagnia with 6000 crucifixions of the slaves he 


had defeated. 


Back in Spain, Sertorius, who had 
been successfully holding off Pompey and Metal- 
lus, was assassinated in 72 by one of his own 
men. Pompey returned to Rome, encountering 
on the way one of the scattered bands of slaves 
that had escaped Crassus. On the basis of this, 
he claimed to have been the man who put an 


end to the Servile war. 


Crassus was recognized by an Ovation, 
a procession much scaled down from the Tri- 


umph. The general so honored proceeded on 
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given instead of a triumph due to the nature of 
the enemy: not a foreign power, but merely a 


large group of slaves. (8) 


In that same year, Pompey celebrated 
a Triumph for his victories in Spain. It must 
have galled Crassus no end to see Pompey in his 
glory for a success against a renegade Roman 
general, with this success brought about by a 
betrayal within that general’s own ranks. Pom- 
pey’s claim to have been the one to end the 
Servile War was the proverbial last straw. This 
formed the basis of a long enmity between these 


two men. 


Now Pompey camped with his legions 


outside the walls of Rome, and requested Con- 


uproar, but the next two were to prove even 


more eventful. 


In the year 67 Rome was plagued by 
pirates, a perennial problem in the Mediterrane- 
an. It had gotten to the point that wheat was 
becoming scarce, prices were very high, and 
people were starving.. Pompey was sent by the 
Senate to combat this problem. In doing so they 
gave him powers which superseded those of the 
provincial governments over most of the Roman 
territories. Many Senators were opposed, as this 
gave him nearly Imperial power, but others, 
including an ambitious young sprig named Gai- 
us Julius Caesar, supported the measure. Pom- 
pey promptly went against the pirates, successful- 


ly capturing vast booty, a number of ships, and 


around twenty thousand men, most of whom 
had been driven to piracy by desperate poverty. 
He was shrewd enough to recognize their poten- 
tial, and settled them in depopulated and unin- 
habited areas in Greece and Asia Minor. This 
ereatly increased the number of clients 
(clientelia), with no need to dispossess men who 
might then harbor resentment. Within Rome, 
also, his name grew, as grain was again freely 
available to the people. (10) With the markets 
full of goods again, the Senate 
now felt free to send Pompey on 


another mission. 


In the year 74 King 
Mithridates of Pontus, soundly 
defeated by Sulla in 82, had re- 
turned to his old ways and invad- 
ed Bythenia. The Consul of that 
year, a certain Lucius Lucullus, 
promptly marched against him. 
Although the Roman invasion 
succeeded, Mithridates enlisted 
the aid of his son-in-law, Tigranes 
of Armenis, and established a 
counter-insurgency that the forces 
of Lucullus could not defeat. In 
66 Pompey was given the com- | 
mand against Mithridates, and 
was successful enough to stir up 
an internal revolt within Pontus, 
finally leading to Mithridates’ 
suicide in 63.(11) On his return 
to Rome in 62, Pompey celebrat- 
ed his third, and most magnifi- 


cent, Triumph. 


Meanwhile, 


advance his own political agenda. Censor in the 


Crassus continued to 
year 65, he joined with the Optimates in an 
attempt to thwart Pompey, but this was not a 
solid alliance, as those same men blocked Cras- 
sus’ Own attempts to extend Roman Citizenship 
to Trans-Alpine Gaul and to get help for the 
Asian publicans. In many ways, these tensions 
reflected the ancient split between Plebian and 
Patrician, a rift built into Roman society at the 


very founding of the city. In 63 Cicero was Con- 


sul. One of the most remarkable events was his 
campaign against Cataline, culminating in his 
execution of Cataline’s supporters, an act that 
appalled many. This campaign also produced 
Cicero’s oration “In Cataline”, or “Against Cata- 
line’. Known to generations of young Latin 
students, it contains, among other gems the 
phrase “O tempore, O mores” (Oh the times, oh 


the customs), used to this day to decry modern 


decadence. 





Denarius of Sextus Pompey, son of Pompey the Great. Perhaps the three Trumphs, 
corona aurea, Consulship, and huge statue in the new senate house he built were 
enough to satisfy even Pompey’s thirst for glory, as he himself never took the step of 


issuing coins bearing his own image. That would follow soon enough. 


Photo Sherry Briggs 





While all of this was going on, Gaius 
Julius Caesar had reached a point in his career 
where it became apparent that he would have to 
back one or the other of these two powerful 
men if he wanted to continue to advance. This 
left him in something of a forked stick. Which- 
ever man he supported, the other would then 
automatically become his enemy, an enemy 
Caesar could ill afford. Typically, he came up 
with a third choice of his own making. Meeting 
with both men, he persuaded them that they 
should join forces. Thus the First Triumvirate 


was born. This was hugely unpopular with the 
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Senate, as it created a concentration of power 
that rendered the Senate impotent. Ever since 
the days of bad old King Tarquin the Proud, 
Romans had been utterly opposed to kingship. 


This rule by three men came too close. 


Pompey was married again, this time 
to Caesar’s daughter Julia. She had been be 
trothed to Brutus, but that was easily enough 
broken. Fortunately for the young woman, the 
marriage to Pompey was a happy one. He was 
even criticized for doting too much on 


his pretty young wife! (12) 


This arrangement allowed 
Caesar to acquire the governorship of 
Gaul for the next five years, and he left 
at once to take up his new post. Roman 
politics continued to be lively, with a 
young man named Clodius Pulcher 
involved in a number of escapades. In 
58 BCE he became Tribune of the 
Plebs and made even more trouble, 
causing Cicero, for example, to be eject- 
ed from Rome. In the following year, 


Pompey recalled Cicero from exile. 


There were frequent letters 
from Caesar in Gaul, telling the Senate 
of his activities there. He also sent huge 
amounts of gold treasure, to which 
Shakespeare, one and a half millennia 
later, made reference in his famous 
“speech of Marc Antony”. In 56 Caesar 
met with Pompey and Crassus in the 
northern Italian town of Luca, where he 
was wintering, and the three of them renewed 
the Triumvirate. This had two important results: 
it prevented Pompey from being pushed by the 
Populist Clodius into allying with the Opti- 
mates, and also allowed the three men to prevail 
against the attempts of an Optimate named 
Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus to replace Caesar 
in Gaul. Part of the arrangement was that Cae- 
sar would send some thousands of his soldiers 
back to Rome on leave (not under arms!) to vote 
for the two men when they stood once again for 


Consul, a post they won for the year 55'”. The 


III: When doing on-line research, be careful. The first thing you will encounter is a video game called “The End of the Triumvirate”, by ZMan Games. 
The premise of this is that the Triumvirate ended at Luco! This game seems to enjoy considerable success, with the result that most of the listings one 


first encounter are connected with it. 
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next year, in 54, things began to get seriously 
unglued, when Pompey’s beloved Julia died in 
childbirth. Crassus, meanwhile, had added a 
thirst for glory to his avarice, and was much 
involved with arranging an attack on Parthia, 
with himself to command it. Crassus must have 
been thinking of the glory of the Triumph he 
would finally earn, although no records remain- 


ing to us mention this. 


The expedition was a disaster, and the 
lack of skill shown by Crassus made it so. Per- 
haps the worst single blunder, other than getting 
involved in this war in the first place, was his 
accepting the services of an Arab chieftain 
named Ariamnes, to whom Pompey had shown 
favor in the past. Far from being the friend of 
Rome that Crassus assumed, Ariamnes led them 
over ever-worsening terrain and ultimately into 
waterless desert, where a Parthian force attacked 
and destroyed them, leaving only a few to bring 
back the news. The following year Pompey took 
his fourth wife: Cornelis, daughter of Mettalus 
Scipio. The alliances of the triumvirate had 


ended. 


“As the Managing Director of Heritage Galleries of Florida, LLC 
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Watching a Young Numismatist Grow 


By Marianne A. Musella, MBA 


or the last 8 years, I have watched 





my son Francis grow into a very 
knowledgeable young numismatist. As a home 
schooling parent, it has been a wonderful 
“journey of discovery” to observe. Here is my 
story. When Francis was age 5, he won a US 
proof set at a Chinese Auction at Rider Univer- 
sity. It was the first item in his collection. He 
won lots of prizes that evening in 1996 but only 
one became an important part of his life. He put 
aside the coins for about a year and then asked 
if we could go to the coin shop that donated the 
set and look around. It was the beginning of his 


passion for coin collecting. 


As a parent, home schooling a very 
inquisitive child, I always looked for things that 
interested my son. One year we studied biog- 
raphies of famous people. I hoped that he might 
see his own interests in these people and think 
about a career path for himself. We read about 
scientists like Thomas Edison and astronomers 
like Maria Mitchell , sports figures like Derrick 
Jeter, and political figures like Martin Luther 
King. Needless to say we never read about any 
famous numismatists. Someone should write a 
series of such biographies for the juvenile sec 
tion of the library. This might inspire a whole 


new group of young collectors. 


As one of our science experiments, we 
cleaned copper coins with salt and lemon juice. 
Although they came out looking like copper, 
instead of dirt, we later discovered how bad this 
was for the coins. Naturally we used wheat cents 
for this experiment. I also used to put scotch 
tape on my wheat cents so I would not spend 
them by mistake. Francis still teases me about 
the tape and cleaning. It may have been the 
cleaning that got him to revisit the proof set. 
When we went to Sam Colavita, a coin dealer in 
Ewing, New Jersey, Francis saw a few old coins 


he wanted and I bought them. He never quib- 


bled over price. Francis said he trusted the deal- 


er. 


We moved to Florida several years 
later and had to find a new coin shop. At 9 
Francis had not decided what he wanted to 
collect, so he looked at everything. The first 
shop we visited had a dealer with no patience 
for children. The owner would ask what coins 
Francis would like to look at and he would say 
“all of them.” It was obvious to me that this was 
not the right dealer for a beginning collector. 
Luckily we went to another shop and the owner 
was much more understanding. Leisure Time 
Coins in Delray Beach let Francis take all the 
time he wanted and look at whatever he liked. 
The owners understood young collectors need 


time to explore. 


We used the coins to learn about 
American history. I would ask Francis what was 
going on in America at the time the coin was 
minted. We would watch history shows and 
movies about the Revolutionary War and Civil 
War and discuss coinage. We discovered a lot 
about America and the impact a lack of money 
had on the early settlers. Naturally the 50 State 
Quarters Program intrigued us. It also gave us 
an opportunity to study many states and the 
significance of the devices on their quarters. 
When we lived in New Jersey, we were right near 
the Delaware River and the Washington Cross- 
ing Historic Sight. Their Visitor’s Center has a 
lot of information on each state and a mural of 
the state crests and when they joined the Union. 
We knew about Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania and New York and we anxiously awaited 


their design and minting. 


As Francis’ interest grew in numismat- 
ics, so did his need for affiliation. He joined the 
American Numismatic Association (ANA) for 
five years in 1999; we went to our first national 
ANA coin show in March 2000 in Ft Lauder- 
dale. The ANA publicized the show with a “coin 
drop” and we decided it would be fun to see the 
show. We got there early and the only thing 


open was the auction viewing, so I thought we 
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should look. It was hard to explain that my 8 
year old son was the collector, so I signed up for 
the viewing and brought him along. We looked 
at gold dollars. Eventually the woman getting us 
the auction lots realized that my son was the 
collector and she proceeded to call everyone 
over to look at the youngest collector she had 
ever met. The collector sitting next to Francis 
was very impressed with his knowledge, since 
Francis had to explain every coin to me. I didn’t 
know a Stella from a double eagle. Lot viewing is 
an excellent opportunity to see very expensive 
coins up close and appreciate truly beautiful 


coinage. 


When they cut the ribbon on the 
ANA Show we proceeded to the ANA table and 
got a pack of trivia cards. Francis knew most of 
the answers but we went around gathering lots 
of free coins from the dealers. He got a new Red 
Book and a bag of goodies that included foreign 
coins, the book Striking Impressions, a magnify- 
ing glass, and several old American coins. We 
went from table to table looking at coins and 
browsing junk boxes. We sat in lectures about 
silver dollars and, of course, saw Scott Travers 
and got a free book. We looked at the exhibits 
and bought some things from the US Mint. 
Each day we returned to the show and spent the 
day soaking up the atmosphere. It was a wonder- 
ful opportunity to meet people, see and buy 


coins, and learn by viewing the exhibits. 


We had seen ads in the newspaper for 
the Palm Beach Coin Club Show and attended 
a few. Then we went to a Palm Beach Coin 
Club (PBCC) meeting and Francis joined that 
night. This club has given him a wonderful op- 
portunity to share his interest with friends. Eve- 
ryone has been warm, welcoming, and helpful. 
Club President Tony Swicer makes the meetings 
interesting and educational. With each new 
accomplishment that Francis has achieved and 
shared with the group, he is always praised and 
admired. This is critical to nurturing a young 
numismatist. He has friends and mentors who 
genuinely care about him. When the Club won 
the ANA’s Award for Best Promotion of Nation- 
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al Coin Week, the Board of Directors of PBCC 
decided to give Francis the scholarship they 
received as a reward. This enabled Francis to 
attend a week of Summer Seminar in 2004. The 
PBCC has also named Francis their Young Nu- 


mismatist of the Year twice. 


Francis often volunteers to help set up 
the monthly coin show and work at the club 
table during the shows. At 12, Francis became 
the youngest Numismatic Scholar in the ANA 
Diploma Program by studying the correspond- 
ence courses that the club obtained from ANA. 
At that time there were only 86 Numismatic 
Scholars of the 30,000 members of ANA. The 
PBCC offers all its members the opportunity to 
become Scholars and helps by giving members 
the correspondence courses free of charge and 
by subsidizing part of the final exam cost. This 
education was wonderful and Francis was en- 
couraged by Tony Swicer, Club President, to 
take the courses. The PBCC has the most Nu- 


mismatic Scholars of any club in the Country. 


My parents, brother Gaston, Francis 
and I attended the ANA Show in Philadelphia 
in August 2000. It was the first time Francis 
competed in ANA’s World Series for Young 
Numismatists. It was an intense competition 
with 5 teams of two competing for ANA YN 
dollars. First prize was $500 YN dollars and you 
could use the money at the YN Auction on 
Saturday to buy some very nice numismatic 
material. I had read Bill Fivaz’s book Helpful 
Hints for Enjoying Coin Collecting so I could 
quiz Francis on the material he needed to know. 
This was the first time I had read any numis- 
matic material and it gave me a better under- 
standing of coin collecting. Anyone starting out 
should read this book and The Red Book. Fran- 
cis and his teammate came in second and each 
got $100 YN Dollars. The YN breakfast and 
auction was just great. Jay Johnson, Director of 
the US Mint, was there and encouraged all the 
YNs. I think this was another crucial point for 
Francis - a 9-year-old meeting the US Mint Di- 
rector and speaking to him - what a thrill. We 
had breakfast with Joe Boling, an expert exhibit 
judge who was very encouraging. We met Erik 
Lee Chung, a 17 year old collector who was 
rumored to have $9,000 YN dollars and spent a 
lot of them on books, not coins. This proved the 


old adage “Buy the book before the coin.” Eric 
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is known as a master cherrypicker, a person who 
can find undervalued coins in junk boxes. Fran- 
cis won several lots at the auction and vowed to 
make more YN dollars for next year. He has 
since won the World Series several times and 
amassed as much as $5,500 YN dollars. Francis 
won. several amazing coins at YN auctions in- 
cluding a slabbed die cap and an 1807 Bust 
Quarter. The dealers and collectors who donate 
to the ANA YN Programs should know that this 
is a wonderful way of encouraging young collec- 


tors. 


Since 2002 Francis and I have written 
brochures for ANA’s National Coin Week. It 
gives us the opportunity to explore the theme of 
the week and do some writing. Francis distrib- 
utes the brochures to members of Christian 
Home school Athletic Association (CHAA), a 
group of home schoolers that meet weekly for 
athletic activities. Over the years Francis has 
distributed a lot of numismatic material to the 
students at CHAA. Francis has been a home 
schooler many years and I have incorporated his 
coin collecting into his studies. His writing skills 
really improved when he set a goal of making 
$2,000 YN dollars in one year. He had to write 
articles for Your Newsletter, an electronic news- 
letter from ANA. They paid=20$50 YN an arti- 
cle and Francis wrote six that year. Each time he 
got money, he decided to write another article. 
This is a good way to encourage young writers. 
Francis also made money by lecturing at our 
local library during National Coin Week. He 
wrote to PCGS and they generously donated 60 
slabbed NY State Quarters for his talk. Francis 
distributed the slabs, along with foreign coins, 
quarter boards and other material, at two lec 
tures that year. Public speaking at a young age is 
a great opportunity and is not that difficult 
when you are speaking about something you 
really enjoy, collecting coins. His talks at the 
library were the first talks ever given by a young 
person at the Boynton Beach Branch library. He 
had to convince the librarian that he was sincere 
in wanting to make a presentation. Francis gave 
the librarian an outline for his talks and a long 
list of his credentials as a numismatist. They 
publicized the talks and got a large turnout of 


students and adults. 


Orlando is about a four hour drive 


from us and I don’t know why we never went to 


the FUN show until 2003. Because of Francis’ 
appearance on Jeopardy on January 9, 2003 and 
the party we had that evening, we were only able 
to attend one day of the FUN show that year. 
Francis attended part of the YN program and 
many of the lectures at the show including Scott 
Travers. We went home with2 free books and a 
lot to think about. We attended the 2004 and 
2005 FUN Shows and Francis exhibited at both. 
Putting together an exhibit gives young numis- 
matists a chance to explore a subject thoroughly, 
improve their writing and artistic skills and take 
great pride in accomplishing a project. Francis 
exhibited his errors collection and the coins he 


earned from the David R. Cervin Ancient Coin 


Project of the ANA. 


The Golden Anniversary FUN Show 
in 2005 was the first time that we attended a 
show banquet, thanks to the generosity of FUN 
in giving Francis free tickets for exhibiting. The 
Banquet was spectacular and many of the Palm 
Beach Coin Club Members were there. The YN 
program was very generous and gave Francis a 
World Coin Book and material to give away 
during his lectures at our local public library. 
FUN also awards a YN Scholarship to Summer 
Seminar each year and Francis won a scholar- 


ship in 2004. 


Probably one of the best educational 
experiences a young numismatist can have is to 
attend the ANA Summer Seminar. With his 
Jeopardy winnings Francis paid for us to go to a 
week of Summer Seminar in Colorado in 2003. 
He took classes and I relaxed in the museum 
and library. It was a wonderful week. We stayed 
at a lovely bed and breakfast and went to the top 
of Pike’s Peak. John and Nancy Wilson, ANA 
President and FUN Board Member, were staying 
at the B&B and20we saw them every morning. 
They are a marvelous couple who take a lot of 
time to encourage YNs. Nancy has helped Fran- 
cis improve his exhibits a great deal. Francis met 
many numismatists at the seminar and made a 
lot of new friends. The YNs host auctions each 
year to help support YN scholarships for the 
next year’s Summer Seminar. Francis won an 
ANA YN scholarship for 2005. These scholar- 
ships are a way to defray the cost of seminar and 
encourage and educate the future leaders of 
numismatics. YNs collect and categorize the 


donated material, write an auction catalogue, 


run the auction, collect the proceeds, distribute 
the lots to the winning bidders, and do all the 
auction accounting. This is a fantastic educa- 
tional opportunity, akin to working at a major 
auction house like Heritage Auctions. It is criti- 
cal that we all support such worthwhile activi- 


ties. 


As a YN member of the Central States 
Numismatic Society Francis applied for and got 
a scholarship to the 2005 ANA Summer Semi- 
nar. This organization, like many, award scholar- 
ships to YNs to encourage their interest in the 
hobby. If it were not for scholarships, Francis 
would not have been able to attend the Semi- 
nar. I have not had the financial resources to 
afford the expense. It was really tough to put a 
13 year old on a plane, unaccompanied, and 
send him 2,000 miles away for 2 weeks. But I 
knew that Gail Baker, Barbara Olson and all the 
staff and volunteers at the ANA would take 
good care of my young numismatist. They al- 
ways give 100% to make the Seminar a success 
and a great experience for all that attend. This is 
the premiere educational experience that any 


young numismatist can have, short of a summer 


internship at ANA. 


Numismatics is a wonderful hobby 
filled with great people and great opportunities. 


I have seen my son Francis grow into a well 
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rounded student with a two page resume filled 
with the many accomplishments he has had in 
numismatics. He has published articles, spoken 
before large groups, worked in auction activities, 
encouraged other budding collectors, won 
awards and scholarships, traveled around the 
country, and met famous numismatists. His is a 
confident public speaker and an authority on 
American coinage with a specialty in error coins. 
His grading skills have improved immensely 
with the many courses he has taken at Summer 
Seminar. Encouraging a young numismatist is a 
rewarding experience; you get back much more 
than you invest in time and money. As Francis 
prepares his college applications I am confident 
that his numismatic activities, combined with 
academic achievements, will launch him into a 
highly competitive college. Your young numis- 


matist could be the next Q. Davis Bowers. 
Editor’s note: 


Just a week or two ago, I received the 
following email bearing impressive news. I believe 
this calls for special celebration and is a perfect addi- 


tion to Marianne’s article. 
Dear Numismatic Friends, 


I am happy to report that Francis 
Musella has won a full, four year academic schol- 


arship to Princeton University. I know that 


Musella: Watching a Young Numismatist Grow 


numismatics was instrumental to his early home 
schooling education and to his high school suc 
cess. We are both grateful to the Palm Beach 
Coin Club, the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion, the Florida United Numismatists, the 
Central States Numismatic Society and the 
Women in Numismatics for their scholarship 
support, their platform for 
publishing articles, and for their help and en- 
couragement. Numismatics has been the corner- 
stone for Francis' education in history, econom- 
ics, mathematics, and political science. He has 
been surrounded by wonderful mentors and 


friends. We want you all to share in his success. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

Musella, Numismatic Scholar 
and Marianne A. Musella, MBA, Publicity for 
PBCC and WIN 


Francis 


What a wonderful way to end this article! 
Marianne and Francis are a prime example not only 
of how a love for numismatics can be encouraged by a 
parent, but also of how numismatics can foster success 


in academics and in life. 


Congratulations Francis! This is indeed a 
high honor, and it speaks to your intelligence and 


work-ethic. The hobby is lucky to claim you as a mem- 


ber. 


VAN h AACS LOM al CIN @ oti antaters 


will be held at 9:00 am 


at the FUN show 


in Orlando, Florida 


on Saturday, January 10th. 


WIN will be having a 


The proceeds will go to the 


Summer Seminar Scholarship Fund. 
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Two American Eagle Bullion Coins 


By Fiachra Eileen Rottinghaus 


duced since 1986. et, like MMVIII for 2008. 
My gold bullion coin is a one-tenth There are also quarter-ounce, half- 
ounce coin. The composition is 91.67% gold, ounce, and one-ounce gold bullion coins. Amer- 
3% silver, and 5.33% copper. It weighs 3.393 ican Eagles come in proof and business strike 
grams and has a face value of five dollars. The finishes. Silver American Eagles have been 
like coins with beautiful, delicate en- obverse of the coin is Augustus Saint Gaudens’ struck at Philadelphia, West Point, and San 

















graving in their design used on the double eagles struck Francisco, and Gold American Eagles have been 


from 1907 to 1933. This is one of my made at Philadelphia and West Point. American 


favorite coin designs. Liberty is Eagles have not been made at Denver. I wonder 


designs. American 
Eagles use the 


wonderful de- walking out of the sunrise with — why. 


signs of the eS Capoten 



















early twenti- ee he terioege 4 Most people like to 
eth century Poituar eis buy American 
and give by Miley Eagles just 
collectors | Busiek. I for their 
like me the N GOD bullion 


like the 
family 


WE TRUST 


chance to own con- 


lovely coins in tent, 


of eagles 


high grades. My ee but I 

two favorite coins are like 
is so pretty. 

dated 2000, the year of my col- 

birth. One is a silver bullion coin, and the other From 1986 to 

is a gold bullion coin. My silver coin weighs one _—1991, dates on gold 

ounce. The composition is 99.93% silver, 0.07% — bullion coins were in / lecting 

copper. It weighs 31.101 grams and has a face Roman numerals, like NNN RW / : ‘G Ameri- 

value of one dollar. The obverse of the coin is MCMLX-XXVI for 1986. » = i || \ | ‘l] — . : RSA can Eagles 


Adolph A. Weinman’s famous Walking Liberty Starting in 1992, the mint 
from the half dollar struck between 1916 and switched to Arabic numerals, because 


1947. The reverse is a heraldic eagle by John they thought that nobody could read the 
Mercanti. I like the heraldic eagle because it dates. I think it would be easier to do Roman them a lot. They are not too 
looks so strong. Coins like it have been pro- numerals now, because current dates are short- hard to find, and if they go up in value because 


of their silver and gold, that is an extra bonus. 


W I Nwishes to express it’s deepest SYIMPDd- 


Gloria Musella, member of PBCC and FUN, passed away Saturday, October 25th, 2008, at the age of 84. 


She was the grandmother of Francis Musella, Numismatic Scholar and member of PBCC, ANA, CSNS, FUN. 
She was the Mother of Marianne A. Musella, WIN Publicity Chair and member of PBCC, WIN, ANA, FUN. 
She was the Mother of Gaston Musella, member of FUN. 
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The Penny Lady 


By Charmy Harker 


hen I was in my late 30’s I 


had no clue what a numis- 





matist was. I was a litigation paralegal in a large 
law firm in Southern California and always 
thought of myself as a typical working mom 
living on a quiet culdesac with my husband, 
two teenage boys, and our dog Mc. I usually 
spent my evenings making dinner, helping with 
homework, doing laundry, attending school 
functions - you know, the usual mom 
stuff. Also, since the boys were in the first grade 
I have been very active in the scouting program 
as a parent volunteer. So my “plate” was pretty 
full and I never dreamed of becoming not just a 


coin collector but also a coin dealer! 


Ever since I was a young girl, I have 
enjoyed collecting all kinds of things, including 
souvenir spoons, stamps, old tins, troll dolls, 
and numerous other trinkets. My family was 
often on the verge of doing an “intervention” 
and sending me to “Collectors Anonymous” 
meetings when, about eight years ago, I inherit 
ed several boxes of coins from my aunt. My kids 
just rolled their eyes and said, “Here we go 
again, more dust-gathering junk for Mom to 
hoard.” I scoffed at their cynicism and was very 
anxious to see what might be in these ancient- 
looking metal containers. So I dusted off the lids 
and began sorting through each box. There were 
all denominations of U.S. coins spanning from 
the early 1800’s to 1970's, and included every- 
thing from brand new shiny silver dollars to 
dark old tarnished half-dimes. Then I noticed 
there was a whole box of what looked like pen- 
nies with a portrait of an Indian on the front. I 
had seen a Buffalo nickel before but never had I 
seen or even known about an Indian penny - I 
just assumed Lincoln was always on the U.S. 
cent. Wow, I thought these old pennies must be 


rare and valuable! 


As I flipped through the coins, I no- 


ticed a price penciled on the back of some of the 
2 x 2 holders which I assumed was what my aunt 
originally paid for each coin. Even though many 
of the pennies contained low-end price figures, I 
was amazed that she had paid up to $100 for 
some of them. I even came across a 1914-D 
Lincoln cent that had $250 written on the 
back. I thought, “Imagine that - one little old 


penny being worth that much money!” 


I reasoned, if one penny was worth 
$250, the dollars, quarters, dimes and nickels 
must be worth even more since they were a high- 
er denomination. So I 
showed the boxes to a 
local coin dealer to see 
what the whole collec 
tion might be worth. 
After quickly thumbing 
through the coins and 
making some notations 


on. a piece of paper, the 


dealer gave me _ the 
figure he would be 
willing to pay, and 


immediately my heart 
sank. I thought, “How 
do I know these coins 
aren't worth more than what this dealer is tell- 


ing me? But what do I know about coins?” 


What I didn’t know I could learn. So 
I told the dealer “no thanks” and right there on 
the spot decided I would study and learn all I 
could about these potential little 
gems. However, having a family and a fulltime 
job, I knew I wouldn’t have much spare time to 
learn about all the various U.S. coinage and 
figured it would be best to focus on one series. I 
have always had a keen interest in Native Ameri- 
can history and was quite enamored by the de- 
tail of the Indian pennies in my aunt’s collec 
tion, so I chose to study Longacre’s beautifully 


crafted Indian cent. 


Next, I devoured every book and arti- 
cle I could find about Indian cents, copper 


coins, grading, detecting counterfeit coins, pric 
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ing coins, collecting in general, etc., and quickly 
became an avid customer of the ANA’s website 
bookstore. I also joined the ANA, subscribed to 
several coin publications, and began attending 
local coin shows and pestering as many dealers 


who would give me the time of day. 


I spoke with many kind and friendly 
dealers, but out of all the ones I met, I have to 
give credit where credit is definitely due and that 
is to my Indian cent mentor and friend, Alan 
Kreuzer of Castro Valley, California. I first ap- 
proached Alan at a Long Beach coin show short- 


ly after deciding to learn more 





about my “great inheritance” and 


; began asking him everything I 


could think of about coins and, in 





particular, the Indian cent. He 
had the patience of Jobe and spent 
a great deal of time that day (and 
many others since) teaching me 
the basics of grading and how to 
look for good quality Indian 
cents. I also bought various grades 
of mint state common date Indian 
cents from him so I could learn to 
differentiate the grade levels for 
myself. In the coming months, 
Alan continued to teach me about detecting 
hairlines, submitting coins to a grading service, 
particular supplies I needed, key dates, and what 
I feel was the hardest thing to learn - differenti- 
ating between artificially and originally toned 


coins. 


Eventually, Alan began letting me 
work with him at the Long Beach show. There, I 
could observe firsthand how the coin business 
was conducted. I especially enjoyed watching all 
the “wheeling and dealing” that occurs, and I 
believe Alan is one of the kings - if not The 
King - of the coin wheeler dealers! The time 
spent with Alan was truly priceless and indeed 
the best education I could ever have hoped for 
in my quest to learn about Indian cents and the 


coin business in general. 


After attending several shows, I began 
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to trust and feel more comfortable with many of 
the local coin dealers I had met. In addition to 
Alan, these dealers also helped me in buying 
mint state Indian cents. I would find one I 
thought was pretty nice and show it to them and 
they would advise me as to whether they 
thought it was a “good deal” or not and why. 
Pretty soon, I felt comfortable with my own 
grading skills and became fairly adept at tracking 
down nice mint state Indian cents at a decent 
price. I eventually decided to put together a 
high-end Indian set of my own. And, as many 
collectors will tell you, in order to support my 
newest collecting addiction, it soon became 


necessary to buy coins just for resale. 


First, however, I thought I should 
make my little expanding coin enterprise 
“official” in addition to taking advantage of 
the tax benefits available to small business 
owners. So I decided to start my own busi- 
ness and began pondering catchy names. I 
finally came up with “CoinCents” since | 
had decided to specialize in only cents. I 
opened a post office box, discovered how to 
get a business license as well as a retail sales 
license, filed a fictitious business name state 
ment with the county recorder, and even pur- 
chased the domain name “coincents.com” so I 
could create my own website. My sister, Corrine 
Bachman, who is a graphic artist in New Mexi- 
co, created a beautiful logo for my new company 
and designed my business cards and _ station- 


ery. Now, I felt like a real coin dealer! 


I decided to try selling some of my 
aunt’s Indian cents on Ebay. I learned by trial 
and error the best way to scan and create quality 
pictures of coins and how to write creative de- 
tailed descriptions. Even though I could only 
work on my Ebay auctions during the evenings 
and weekends, I was auctioning off many coins 
each week and building up a nice little reputa- 
tion. One of the most important things I 
learned was that following up and keeping in 
communication with my new-found customers 
was critical to maintaining long-term custom- 
ers. It always gave me a great thrill when a cus- 
tomer would write to say how much he liked the 
coin he had purchased from me and that he 
thought my grading was accurate. To this day, 
some of my current customers are ones I origi- 


nally acquired while selling on Ebay. 
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Even though you have to be very care- 
ful when buying coins sight unseen though 
online auctions, it can also be very rewarding, as 
I discovered a few years ago. I was scrolling 
through uncirculated Indian cents on Ebay one 
day, and came across a coin that was advertised 
as a “BU” 1873 Indian cent. I clicked on the 
auction listing for more details and could see 
from the photo that the coin was indeed uncir- 
culated and looked to have original toning, but 
there was no designation as to the exact grade 
and whether it was an open or closed 3. I decid- 


ed to 













open 3 price range. I ended up winning the coin 


for a mere $110 which is less than AU money 
for an 1873 open 3, so I thought I got a pretty 
good deal. However, within minutes of the auc- 
tion closing I received an e-mail from a gentle 
man offering me $100 more than the closing 
price, saying he especially liked the woodgrain 
toning of this particular 1873 Indian cent. I 
advised him I would have to evaluate the coin 
when I received it and get back to him. Now, 
this peaked my curiosity as to why he would 
offer double for this particular coin. I thought, 
“Maybe he knows something I don’t?” 


When the coin arrived, I was quite 
pleased with its appearance and quickly deter- 
mined it was the closed 3 variety and graded it 
as MS63RB with a good shot at MS64RB. But, 
as a result of that gentleman’s curious e-mail, | 
made sure to examine the coin very carefully. To 
my surprise, I noticed there was doubling in 
Liberty. Not knowing much yet about Indian 
varieties, I decided to peruse my variety books to 


see if the doubling on this particular coin was 


mentioned for this year. When I compared it to 
the pictures of 1873 cents in Flynn’s Indian cent 
die variety book, I determined that, although it 
was not the Snow | variety which exhibits strong 
doubling in all of the letters of Liberty, it was 
definitely the Snow 2 variety which has weaker 
but clear doubling in Liberty. When I discov- 
ered the value of this variety was about $2,500 
in MS63 and $3,500 in MS64, I couldn’t con- 
tain myself! I was so excited to share this great 
find with someone that I showed the coin to my 
usually skeptical husband and kids and told 
them what it was worth. They stared at me like I 
had just landed from another planet. They 
couldn’t believe anyone would pay that kind of 
money for a penny! I showed them the article 
and photo of the 1873 in the book and had 
each of them look at the coin through a 
loupe so they could see the doubling for 
themselves. I think that was the first time 
my family showed true respect for me as a 
! coin entrepreneur and not as just a collec 


tor of more “junk.” 


I took the coin to the next Long 


* Beach show and showed it to Alan, as well as 


the ANACS erader, and several other deal- 
ers. They all agreed that it was indeed the Snow 
2 variety and said it would grade at least 
MS63RB. I decided to shop it around the show 
to see what someone would actually pay for it 
and received offers from $1,000 to $2,000. I 
ended up selling it for $2,000 to a variety dealer 
who was very pleased with it. From a $110 in- 
vestment, this was quite a nice little profit for 
me, and the experience also made me a believer 
in the value of varieties. As a matter of fact, I 
recently received another 1873 from an Ebay 
auction that also turned out to be Snow 2 varie- 
ty. Even though it was only AU, I paid less than 
$100 for it while its value is close to $900. 


So there are definitely some good 
finds on online auctions. I now buy quite a few 
coins through various internet auctions and 
there are many sellers I have come to trust and 
continue to do business with. But there are 
always sellers who either misrepresent their 
coins or fail to mention specific problems such 
as scratches or artificial toning that are hard to 
see in the photograph. Through my experiences 
with online auctions, particularly Ebay, I have 


learned several costly yet important lessons. I 


now make it a habit of doing a brief evaluation 
of a seller before I bid on his auction. If a seller 
has only a small number of feedback comments 
from prior transactions or too many negative 
feedback, I won’t bid on his auctions. I also 
don’t bid on any auctions that do not provide a 
return policy. When I failed to take the time to 
review this information, I sometimes later found 
out that I was dealing with an unscrupulous 
seller who either misrepresented the coin, col- 
lected my money and never sent the item, or 
even had a “shill” bidder who placed bids only 
to drive up the price. In all cases, the seller had a 
small number of feedback and/or several nega- 
tive comments from prior buyers, which I had 
failed to check. Ebay does have a limited protec 
tion policy, but it is much better to perform 
your “due diligence” on a seller and to remem- 
ber that, with few exceptions, you really do get 
what you pay for. 


Looking back on starting out as a 
brand new coin enthusiast just a few years ago to 


having amassed quite an empire of nice small 


cents, I see how that little inheritance was the 
beginning of something very special and reward- 
ing for me. And because I am a woman who 
specializes in only cents, I have even earned the 
dubious title of “The Penny Lady.” While I find 
being female is somewhat of an oddity among 
coin dealers, I have never been made to feel like 
an outcast or that I didn’t belong in this busi- 
ness. On the contrary, every coin dealer with 
whom I have come into contact has been more 
than kind and helpful to me and many now 
even refer their Indian cent customers to me, 
which I feel is the highest compliment as I have 


gained the trust of my fellow coin dealers. 


I no longer sell on Ebay because I find 
dealing one on one with customers at coin 
shows is so much more rewarding. Also, it’s like 
buying a new outfit at a department store rather 
than ordering it through a catalog - you get 
instant gratification! I now participate in as 
many Southern California coin shows as possi- 
ble, even expanding into the Northern Califor- 


nia circuit as time permits. My goal is to begin 
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participating in national shows, especially the 
ANA and FUN shows that I have heard so 
much about but haven’t been able to attend due 
to constraints of my bill-paying job. One of the 
side benefits that I feel is important in partici- 
pating in coin shows is the camaraderie and 
“networking” that frequently occurs between the 
dealers. Even if a coin show doesn’t turn out to 
be as profitable as I would have liked, I have 
truly enjoyed every one I have attended. There 
always seems to be something new to learn, 
some new variety to discuss, some rare coin 
newly discovered, or even just listening to the 
never-ending complaints about the inconsisten- 
cies of the coin grading companies. And for me, 
the best part of attending these shows is after 
you wind down the last deal, put away your 
coins, lock up your cases, cover up your table, 
put the chairs up, and you’re wearily walking 
down the now-deserted aisles of the auditorium 
knowing that soon you'll be seated at one of the 
town’s exceptional restaurants sharing a bottle 
of fine wine, delicious food, and more entertain- 


ing stories with your fellow coin dealer buddies! 


US COINS INE 


re F USCI is nationally recognized as a top buyer 
of all rare coins and bullion. Appraisals 


~ for banks, attorneys, estates, insurance and individuals. ~ 


Before you sell, call for free quotes. 


NUMISMATIC ) 
GUARANTY | 
CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA | 
MEUBERTOTALER 


We are located at 8435 Katy Freeway, Houston, Texas 77024 
713-464-6868 phone, 713-464-7548 fax, 


291-1191 


Molelii-latemelia-ace ye 
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Heinrich: From Your Editor 
From Your Editor 


By Katie Heinrich 


s many of you may know, WIN 





has recently undergone a change 
of hands. At the ANA convention in Baltimore, 
it was necessary for the Board to appoint an 
interim President until the next election time. 
By unanimous vote, the Board selected Lorraine 
Weiss to take on the position. I’m sure I speak 
for all the Board members when I say, I am 
confidant that Lorraine will do a great job serv- 
ing as our President, and thank her for accept- 


ing the appointment. 


Our most recent Past President, Prue 


Fitts, is also deserving of gratitude. She did a 


Specializing in: 
Key Dates 
U.S. Gold & Silver 
CA Fractional Gold 
Hawaiiana 


Buying: 
Gold & Silver 
U.S. & Foreign 


wonderful job during her tenure as President 
and initiated some great new ideas. One of her 
projects, the WIN website, is now up and run- 
ning due to the crucial help of Mary Counts and 
Whitman Publishing. The website is 
an important step forward for WIN 





and I encourage you all to visit it 
(http: 


s.com), 


beta.womeninnumismatic 


At the upcoming WIN 
general meeting (to be held at FUN 
on Saturday the 10th at 9:00), we are fortunate 
enough to have Walt Ostromecki as a presenter. 
Walt is an experienced and engaging speaker 
and his talk is sure to be wonderful. His topic 
will be “Some of the Women Behind Our Money — 
And Hobby Collectibles.” To give a little more 


description, in Walt’s own words, “The program 


Buy & Sell 
Want Lists Filled 
Estates Appraised 


M.T. DeRoma Rare Coins, Inc. 
Matthew T. DeRoma, President 


P.O. Box 800, Somers, CT 06071 


Life Member: ANA, FUN, CSNS, NENA, Silver Dollar Round Table and others 





2 


shares the exploits and the numismatic contributions 
of Treasury Department women (employees to politi- 
cal appointees) to our hobby since the first two were 
hired at the Philadelphia Mint in 1795. Some of 
the women highlighted are also from the 
BEP, dating from its inception as well. 
Come and discover the role women have 
played in our numismatic hobby. Did you 
know the first ‘women coin press operators' 
at the San Francisco Mint were involved in 
the minting of 1909S VDB _ Lincoln 
Cents? And, this fact is just the tip of the 
numismatic collectible iceberg.” Walt’s program is 


certainly not one that you will want to miss. 


Kane, 


khcoins@fuse.net 
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ANA LM-724 
PNG #526 
ANS # 1966 


SPMC LM-341 


Phone: 415.435.2601 Fax: 415.435.1627 Toll Free: 888,8Kagins 
98 Main Street #201, Tiburon, CA 94920 www.kagins.com email: don@kagins.com 
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By Jacquie Flanigan 


IN Board Meeting and 
General Meeting: ANA’s 


World’s Fair of Money in Baltimore, Maryland; 
August 2, 2008 





Board Meeting 


The WIN, board meeting was opened 
by President, Prue Fitts at 8:40. 


Present were Lorraine Weiss, Cindy 
Wibker, Carrie Best, Katie Heinrich, Lisa Loos, 


Susan Zarit and Jacquie Flanigan. 
Issues discussed: 


Marianne Musella cannot attend 
meetings and shows but is willing to continue as 
PR person. Board agreed that she can continue 


as PR person. 


Discussed was the use of member 
numbers. Charter numbers and Art Kagin’s 
number will always stay the same but the rest 
will be reused as they become available. The 
format of the membership list was approved as 
presented which notes the date joined and who 


sponsors them. 


Reinstatement of the members getting 
their old number requires a change in the by- 
laws. Jacquie moved that we eliminate the line 
in the by-laws that refers to the use of the num- 


bers. Susan Zarit seconded. Passed. 


Discussion of use of business cards. 
Suggested that we each make our own with all 


the board’s contact information on it. 


Jacquie made a motion that we ap- 
point Lorraine Weiss to become interim presi- 


dent, Lisa seconded, approved unanimously. 


Mary Counts will launch the website 


under Prue’s watch and Lorraine will be in- 


stalled as interim. 


Susan has agreed to work on the Auc- 


tion 2010 to take place at FUN. 


The next deadline for Winning Ways 


is approximately end of November. 
Meeting closed at 8:55. 
General Meeting 


The general meeting of WIN was 
called to order by outgoing president Prue Fitts 
at 9:10 AM. Present was the board and the 


attendance list is attached. 





Prue asked each attendee to tell where 


they are from and what they collect. 


Katie Heinrich, editor of Winning 
Ways, presented the Gloria Peters literary award 
to Prue Fitts for the best article published in 
2007, “Mary Queen of Scots.” 


Prue told about the elongated WIN 


coins that are on the tables and free and the six 


sets of elongated that sell for $40 - three lots left. 


Prue presented gifts to the board that 
served with her. Carrie Best, Jacquie Flanigan, 
Lorraine Weiss, Katie Heinrich, Lisa Loos, Cin- 
dy Wibker and Cindy Mohon in absence, and 


Susan Zarit. 


As her last act, Prue introduced ANA 


President Barry Stuppler to swear in Lorraine 
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Weiss as WIN’s new interim President. 


President Weiss thanked Prue for her 
accomplishments during her term as President~ 
especially her part in designing the new WIN 
Website. 


Mary Counts- launched the website. 
Talked about what it will do for us if we will use 
it. It is very user friendly. Demonstrated how to 


use it. Requested feedback when it is used. 
Links with ANA. Needs members feedback. 


President Weiss announced that Su- 


san Zarit has agreed to launch the auction at 


FUN 2010. (Auction should go on website). 


The bear was donated to us as the 


door prize by Cindy Mohon. 


Lisa introduced our speaker, Larry 


Shuffman, MSFS-from Parsippany, NJ. 
Topic: Liberty Bonds of WWI 
Program: 

I. Brief History 

Il. The Bonds themselves. 

UI. Why Collect Them 

IV. Questions and Answers 


President Weiss presented thanks and 


a certificate to Mr. Shuffman. 


Lorraine spoke about the raffle tickets 
for the summer seminar scholarship. 50/25/25. 
50% goes to the club. 


The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 


Sincerely, 


Sacquie Hanigan, 


Jacquie_Flanigan@yahoo.com 
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“WINNING” at Baltimore 


Women In Numismatics News 


he ANA show in Baltimore this year 





was a very eventful time for Women 
In Numismatics. We had not only a successful 
General Meeting, but also a productive Board 
Meeting. During both the Board Meeting and 
the General Meeting, one of the most important 
things that was accomplished was the transition 
between Presidents. Prue Fitts, as outgoing Presi- 
dent, opened the General Meeting and oversaw 
it’s first activities. As her last act as President, 
Prue introduced ANA President Barry Stuppler, 
who swore in Lorraine Weiss as her successor. 
Lorraine then presided over the remaining part 


of the meeting, and brought it to a close. 


The General WIN Meeting had a 


strong member turn-out and the proceedings 


began with all present introducing themselves 








Members at the General Meeting introduced 


themselves. Photo Courtesy of Carrie Best. 
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with name, where they are from, and what they 
collect (top left). Prue Fitts then talked about the 
WIN elongated coins and presented her Board 
Members with parting gifts. Next on the agenda, 
Mary Counts (top center), of Whitman Publish- 
ing, announced the completion of the new WIN 
website. The website was specially overseen by 
Past President Fitts, and would not have been 
possible without the help of Mary Counts and 
all those at Whitman Publishing. President 
Weiss then handled the 2010 fundraising auc 
tion at FUN, the door prize, and the introduc 
tion of the speaker. Larry Schuffman, who is an 
author for Winning Ways, gave an outstanding 
talk. When finished, Lorraine presented him 
with a certificate of appreciation (top right). She 
then ended the meeting with announcements 
about raffle tickets and the Summer Seminar 
scholarship. The winners of the WIN 50/25/25 
raffle were drawn and announced later on the 


Bourse floor (bottom center). 


Also during the General Meeting, 





= ME” — . ee ii — 
Mary Counts (of Whitman Publishing) attended 


the meeting. Photo Courtesy of Carrie Best. 








editor Katie Heinrich presented the 2007 Gloria 
Peters Memorial Literary Award for best article 
published in the 2007 issues of Winning Ways 
(bottom right). The award went to Prue Fitts for 
her wonderful article “Mary, Queen of Scots”. 
Not only was the article intelligent, well- 
researched, and exciting, it also came complete 
with fantastic images. Prue has consistently been 
a great contributing author for Winning Ways 


and her content is sincerely appreciated. 


The ANA show was also an exciting 
time for WIN outside of the meeting. The ANA 
gives yearly awards for the publications of its 
member clubs and, this year, Winning Ways was 
awarded third place in the category of Outstand- 
ing Regional Numismatic Publications, a highly 
populated and competitive category. The award 
is based not only on the publication itself, but 
on the quality of its content. Therefore, all 
should take ownership of this recognition. 
Thank you for the endless stream of wonderful 


articles! 





Larry Schuffman gave the presentation at the 


meeting. Photo Courtesy of Carrie Best. 
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Prue Fitts and Lorraine Weiss draw names for Katie Heinrich presents Prue Fitts with the 


the WIN raffle. 


Katie Heinrich accepts the ANA publications 


award for Winning Ways. Gloria Peters Literary Award. 
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WIN Scholarship Award 


If you would like to apply for WIN'S scholarship award to the ANA summer conference, now is 


the time! Deadline for applications is December 15th. 


You must be a WIN member for at least one year before applying, and must be an active member by doing one of the following: 
e Writing articles for Winning Ways 
¢ Serving on the board of directors 
e Presenting a program at a WIN meeting 
¢ Selling 50/50 tickets at a major show 
e Signing up at least 4 new members within the past couple of years. 
If you would like to apply you need to: 
¢ Write a full page (200-250 word) essay including why you want to attend the conference, and your numismatic background. 


e Send a signed and dated disclaimer that you will not hold WIN responsible for loss or injury while attending or traveling to or from 


the conference. 
¢ Send your dues for the scholarship year, if not already paid. (All dues must be received by December 15.) 


¢ Agree to provide Winning Ways a report on your experience at the summer seminar (reasonable length suggested) if you receive a 


scholarship from WIN. 


(Note: You are not eligible for this scholarship if you have won it in the past 5 years.) 


WIN pays tuition for present ANA member, along with dormitory room and board for a double occupancy room. 


The winning name will be drawn at the WIN meeting in conjunction with the January FUN show. You do not need to be present to 


win. 
We look forward to receiving your application soon!! 
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Charmy@ThePannyLady.com 


PCGS and NGC 


Specializing in Flying Eagle, Indian, Lincoln, 
Authorized Dealer 


and Early American Copper Cents 


YOUR ADVERTISEMENT COULD APPEAR HERE 
FOR ONLY $25 AN ISSUE! 


(OR ONLY $67.50 FOR 3 ISSUES!) 
PLEASE CONTACT: KATIE HEINRICH, EDITOR 
OR JACQUIE FLANIGAN, SECRETARY 


Yes! I would like to become a member of 
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«(gh COINS & COLLECTIBLES 
tun 


Specialist in U.S. Coins Gold-Silver 
Officiat Licensed Sports Medallions 
“We also do custom Minting” 


MICHAEL A. GRAHAM 
(541) 385-7113 
Web Site: www.mtnhighcoin.com 


185 S.E. 3rd 
Bend, OR 97702 
FAX: (541) 385-7133 


COLONY COIN COMPANY 


U.S. & WORLD COINS * CURRENCY ®* MEDALS ® TOKENS 


ESTATE & INSURANCE APPRAISALS 


78 BOWERS STREET (PO Box 281) 
NEWTONVILLE, MASS 02460 
617 - 244 - 1972 


ARTHUR M. Fitts III HARVEY A. FENTON 


Buy, Sell, Trade 
Coins, Diamonds 
Gold, Silver, Bullion 


T.C.S. Inc 


The Coin Shop, Inc 
2909 East 20th St 
Farmington, New Mexico 87402 


Louis Fogleman (505) 326 - 2156 


Linda Fogleman (505) 326 - 7428 (Fax) 


WOMEN IN NUMISMATICS! 


Please select type of one-year membership: 


O Regular, $25 O Junior, $5 


Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Company: 

Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

Signature: 
Numismatic Specialty: 


WIN Sponsor: 


February 15th 


) 
oO Associate, $10 pans 
November | 


NUMISMATICS 
WEISS 


COLLECTABLE 
SALES 


Ancient, Medieval csforeign 


POST OFFICE BOX 661 


PHONE/FAX 
HOPATCONG, NJ 07843 (973) 398-0700 


‘X-tremely Fine, Ltd. 


utatstatatatets Shhh hahaa AAAAAAAnM Anan aaa hte st 


P.O. Box 25117 

West Des Moines, IA 50265 
(515) 243-7363 
kagins70@aol.com 


Judith Kagin 


Gary ADKINS ASSOCIATES, INC. 


Gary Adkins 
President/CEO 
Professional Numismatist 


952-835-2244 © 952-835-2266 (Fax) 
877-264-6383 (Toll-free) 
email: garyworks4u@coinbuys.com 


www.coinbuys.com 


7400 Metro Blvd., Ste. 424, Edina, MN 55439 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Copy must be received by the following deadlines: 


April Issue 
August Issue 


January Issue 


Display rates (per issue): 


For Camera Ready Copy 


1/8 Page (2 3/8” x 3 3/8”) 
1/4 Page (4 3/4" X 3 3/8") 
1/2 Page (7" X 4 3/4") 
Full Page (7" X 9 1/2") 
Reduced Business Card 


$50.00 
$75.00 
$100.00 
$150.00 
$25.00 





Payment in full must accompany ad. 


10 % discount on a 1 year ad contract. 


Please send application and dues to Cindy Mohon, Treasurer, 


PO Box 8955, Redlands, CA 92375-2155 


Distribution Locations 
FUN 
Central States 
Summer ANA 


Regional Shows 





